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 DANIELS, FINE, ISRAEL,  SCHONBUCH & LEBOVITS, LLP 
 
 A Partnership including A Professional Corporation 
 
 1801 CENTURY PARK EAST, 9TH FLOOR 
 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA  90067 
 Telephone:  310-556-7900 
 Telecopier:  310-556-2807 
 DFIS-LAW.COM 
 
 
General Civil Trial and Appellate Practice in all State and Federal Courts.  Insurance, Products Liability, Tort, 
Wrongful Termination and Employment Discrimination, Business, Real Estate and Construction Law, Environmental 
and Toxic Torts. 
 
FIRM PROFILE:  Daniels, Fine, Israel, Schonbuch & Lebovits, LLP specializes in civil trial practice in all State 
and Federal Courts, with emphasis in the areas of insurance, (including defense, coverage, and bad faith), business 
litigation, real estate and construction law (including litigation, commercial leasing and transactional matters) and 
environmental and toxic torts. 
 
 MEMBERS OF FIRM 
 
JOHN P. DANIELS, born New York, NewYork, February 5, 1937; admitted to bar, 1964, 
California.  Education:  Dartmouth College (A.B., 1959); University of Southern California 
(J.D., 1963).  Phi Delta Phi.  Editor:  Defense Dialogue, a Monthly Publication of the 
Association of Southern California Defense Counsel, 1975-1981.  Co-author:  Revised Legal 
Aspects of Diving Instruction, p. 50, National Association of Underwater Instructors, 1976.  Co-
author:  Diary for Federal Civil Litigation in the Wake of the 1993 Amendments to the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure, Federation of Insurance & Corporate Counsel Quarterly, Volume 45, 
No. 3, Spring, 1995; Author: Closing Argument: Using the Special Verdict Form for Equitable 
Distribution of Fault, Federation of Insurance & Corporate Counsel Quarterly, Volume 50, No. 
1, Fall 1999; Prospective Juror Questionnaires Made Easy, Federation of Insurance & 
Corporate Counsel Quarterly, Volume 56, No. 1, Fall, 2005.   Member:  Los Angeles Superior 
Court Mediation Panel; Chairman of the Trial Tactics and Procedures Committee, Federation of 
Insurance and Corporate Counsel, 1994-1996.  Member:  Los Angeles County and American 
Bar Associations; State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel; 
American Board of Trial Advocates; Course Director of the Jack Daniels’ L.A. ABOTA Trial 
Academy, 1988-present; President, Los Angeles Chapter (1994); President, California American 
Board of Trial Advocates (1995).  PRACTICE AREAS:  Trial Law; Products Liability; 
Insurance; Mediator.  Email: Daniels@dfis-law.com. 

PAUL R. FINE, born Tucson, Arizona, November 15, 1947; admitted to bar, 1972, California, 
U.S. District Court, Southern, Central, Eastern and Northern Districts of California, U.S. Court 
of Appeals, Fifth, Seventh and Ninth Circuits and U.S. Supreme Court.  Education:  University 
of California at Los Angeles (B.A., 1969); Loyola University of Los Angeles (J.D., 1972).  
Associate Editor, Defense Dialogue, a  Monthly Publication of the Association of Southern 
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California Defense Counsel, 1975-1981.  Member:  Panel of Arbitrators, American Arbitration 
Association; State of California, Office of Administrative Hearings, Public Contract Arbitration 
Panel (1984-2003).  Member:  State Bar of California; American Board of Trial Advocates 
(ABOTA); Association of Southern California Defense Counsel (President, 2004); California 
Defense Counsel (President, 2009); International Association of Defense Counsel; Maritime Law 
Association of the United States; Los Angeles County Bar Association.  PRACTICE AREAS:  
Trial Law; Insurance, Business, Real Estate and Construction.    Email: Fine@dfis-law.com. 

MARK R. ISRAEL, born Altoona, Pennsylvania, January 6, 1962; admitted to bar, 1986, 
California.  Education:  Pennsylvania State University (B.A., with high honors and distinction, 
1983).  University of California at Los Angeles (J.D., 1986).  Phi Beta Kappa.  Member, Moot 
Court Honors Society.  AmJur Constitutional Law.  Author: Defending Claims for Pre-Tender 
Defense Costs, Verdict (Second Quarter 1997).  Co-Author:  Defending the Bad Faith Action: 
The Empire Strikes Back, (Presented at the Consumer Attorneys of California 34th Annual 
Tahoe Seminar).  Member:  State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense 
Counsel.  PRACTICE AREAS: Appellate Law; Insurance Coverage.  Email: Israel@dfis-
law.com. 

MICHAEL N. SCHONBUCH, born October 30, 1965; admitted to bar, 1990, California, U.S. 
District Court, Central, Northern and Southern Districts of California, U.S. Supreme Court and 
U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit.  Education:  State University of New York at Albany 
(B.A., magna cum laude, 1987); Boston University (J.D., 1990).  Phi Alpha Delta.  Senatorial 
Intern, United States Senator Alfonse D'Amato, 1986-87.  Member:  State Bar of California; 
Association of Southern California Defense Counsel - Director; American Board of Trial 
Advocates (ABOTA).  PRACTICE AREAS: Jury Trials – Plaintiff and Defense.  Email: 
Schonbuch@dfis-law.com. 

MOSES LEBOVITS, born Munich, Germany, March 30, 1951; admitted to bar, 1975, California.  
Education:  University of California at Los Angeles (B.A., cum laude 1972; J.D., 1975).  
Member:  Moot Court Executive Board of Judges, 1974-1975; 1st Place Southern California 
Moot Court Tournament, 1975.  Licensed Pilot.  Adjunct Professor, Aviation Law, 
Southwestern University School of Law, 1981-1983.  Arbitrator, Superior Court, County of Los 
Angeles, 1979----.  Member, Special Panel for Referrals for Special Litigation Needs of 
Dependent Children of the Superior Court, Los Angeles County, Juvenile Department, 1980----. 
 Member, Arbitration Panel, Reynolds Aluminum Torrance Can Plant (Labor Disputes), 1981-
1990.  Member:  Los Angeles County (Member, Federal Courts and Practices Committee, 1982-
1984; Delegate, 1982) and American Bar Associations; State Bar of California (Member, 
Conference of Delegates, 1982); Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles (Member, 
Board of Governors, 1982-1985); Consumer Attorneys of California (Member Board of 
Governors, 1995-1997); National Order of Barristers; American Board of Trial Advocates 
(President – Los Angeles Chapter, 2009).  State Bar of California.  PRACTICE AREAS: Trial 
Law; Products Liability; Professional Negligence; Aviation Litigation; Insurance Bad Faith; 
Personal Injury.  Email: Lebovits@dfis-law.com. 
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TIMOTHY J. HUGHES, born Altadena, California, March 20, 1951; admitted to bar, 1978, 
California.  Education:  Loyola University of Los Angeles (B.A., summa cum laude, 1973); 
University of California, Hastings College of Law (J.D., 1976).  Recipient, Ignatian Award and 
Scholar of the Year.  Member:  State Bar of California; Los Angeles County and American 
(Member, Sections on:  Real Property; Business Law) Bar Associations; Association of Southern 
California Defense Counsel.  LANGUAGES:  Spanish.  PRACTICE AREAS:  Extensive 
transactional and trial and appellate experience in multi-party and complex litigation in Real 
Estate, Business, Commercial and Construction matters.  Email: Hughes@dfis-law.com. 

SCOTT M. LEAVITT, born Torrance, California, October 26, 1963; admitted to bar, 1991, 
California.  Education:  University of California at San Diego (B.A., with honors, Political 
Science and English Literature, 1987); Loyola Law School (J.D., 1991).  Recipient, American 
Jurisprudence Award in Torts and Insurance Law.  Member:  State Bar of California; 
Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.    PRACTICE AREAS: Trial Law; General 
Liability; Premises Liability; Commercial Liability; Products Liability.  Email: Leavitt@dfis-
law.com. 

SCOTT ASHFORD BROOKS, born Los Angeles, California, February 4, 1964; admitted to bar, 
1992, California, U.S. District Court, Southern, Central, Eastern and Northern Districts of 
California, U.S. District Court, Central, Northern, Southern and Eastern Districts of California 
and United States Court of Appeal, Seventh and Ninth Circuits.    Education:  University of 
California at Berkeley (B.A., 1987); Loyola Law School (J.D., 1992).  Phi Delta Phi.  Member:  
Scott Moot Court Honors Board (1991-1992); Jessup Moot Court Competition Team (1991-
1992).  Member:  State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.  
PRACTICE AREAS: Appellate Practice; Class Actions; Complex Litigation.    Email: 
Brooks@dfis-law.com. 

ERIN B. HALLISSY, born Los Angeles, California, September 17, 1969; admitted to bar, 1995, 
California, U.S. District Court, Central, Northern, Eastern and Southern Districts of California; 
U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit.  Education:  University of San Francisco (B.A., 1991); 
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law (J.D., 1994).  Member:  State Bar of 
California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.  PRACTICE AREAS:  
Insurance Coverage and Bad Faith Litigation; Appellate Practice.  Email: Hallissy@dfis-
law.com. 

MAUREEN M. MICHAIL, born Windsor, Canada, August 11, 1971; admitted to bar, 1996, 
California. Education:  University of California at Los Angeles (B.A., 1993); Loyola Law School 
(J.D., 1996).  Member:  State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense 
Counsel.  Co-Author:  “Defending an Insurance Bad Faith Case:  Tips From the Other Side” 
(2003).  PRACTICE AREAS: Construction Law and Defect; Contract-Business disputes; 
Insurance Coverage and Bad Faith Litigation;.  Email: Michail@dfis-law.com. 
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 ASSOCIATES 

CRAIG S. MOMITA, born El Paso, Texas, May 7, 1961; admitted to bar, 1992, California.  
Education: University of California at Los Angeles (B.A., 1986); University of San Francisco 
School of Law (J.D., 1992).  Recipient, American Jurisprudence Awards in: Civil Procedure and 
Bankruptcy.  Member:  State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense 
Counsel.  Email: Momita@dfis-law.com. 

JASON P. TORTORICI, born Birmingham, Alabama, September 10, 1970; admitted to bar, 1996, 
Alabama; 2000, California.  Education: Arizona State University (B.S., 1993); Samford 
University, Cumberland School of Law (J.D., 1996).  Member: Alabama State Bar; State Bar of 
California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel. Email: Tortorici@dfis-law.com. 

JENNIFER K. TOBKIN, born Panorama City, California, November 20, 1977; admitted to bar, 
2002, California. Education: University of California, Santa Barbara (B.A., 1999, highest 
honors); University of California, Los Angeles School of Law (J.D., 2002).  Member:  State Bar 
of California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel. Email: Tobkin@dfis-
law.com. 

ROBERT P. MOORE, born Los Angeles, California, February 4, 1974; admitted to bar, 2002, 
California. Education: University of California, San Diego (B.A., 1996); University of Arizona, 
James F. Rogers College of Law (J.D., 2002). Member:  State Bar of California; Association of 
Southern California Defense Counsel. Email: Moore@dfis-law.com. 

BERNADETTE C. BROUSES, born Santa Ana, California, May 7, 1979; admitted to bar, 2004, 
California.  Education: Catholic University of America (B.A., 2001); Loyola Law School (J.D., 
2004). Member:  State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.  
Email: Brouses@dfis-law.com. 

ANNA L. KNAFO, born Tarzana, California, March 12, 1979; admitted to bar, 2006, California.  
Education:  University of California at Los Angeles (B.A., 2002); Loyola Law School (J.D., 2006).  
Member:  State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.  Email: 
Knafo@dfis-law.com. 
 
JONATHAN C. SANDLER, born Los Angeles, California, March 27, 1978; admitted to bar, 2003, 
California.  Education:  Emory University (B.A., 2000); Loyola Law School (J.D., 2003).  Member:  
State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.  Email: 
Sandler@dfis-law.com. 
 
CHRISTOPHER G. BRADY, born Flemington, New Jersey, January 13, 1971; admitted to bar, 1996, 
Texas, 2006, California.  Education:  Stephen F. Austin State University (B.A., 1993); Baylor 
University School of Law (J.D., 1996).  Member:  State Bar of California; Association of Southern 
California Defense Counsel.  Email: Brady@dfis-law.com. 
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NINA J. KIM, born Los Angeles, California, January 17, 1981; admitted to bar, 2007, California.  
Education:  University of California at Los Angeles (B.A., 2003); Loyola Law School (J.D., 2007).  
Member:  State Bar of California; Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.  Email: 
Kim@dfis-law.com. 
 
ADAM M. WEG, born Van Nuys, California, May 15, 1984; admitted to bar, 2009, California.  
Education:  Cornell University (B.A., 2006); Southwestern University School of Law (2007); UC 
Hastings College of the Law (J.D., 2009).  Member:  State Bar of California; Association of 
Southern California Defense Counsel.  Email: Weg@dfis-law.com. 
 
AYA MACHIDA WINSTON, born Palo Alto, California, July 17, 1984; admitted to bar, 2010, 
California.  Education:  University of California at Los Angeles (B.A., cum laude, 2006); University 
of Washington School of Law (2007-2008); University of California, Los Angeles School of Law 
(J.D., 2010).  Member:  State Bar of California.  Email: Winston@dfis-law.com. 
 
HIEU TRONG PHAM, born Richmond, British Columbia, Canada.  August 11, 1984; admitted to bar, 
2009,  California.  Education:  Gonzaga University (B.B.A., 2006); School of Business 
Administration (M.B.A., 2009); University of San Diego School of Law (J.D., 2009).  Member:  
State Bar of California; Vietnamese American Bar Association of Southern California; 
Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.  Email: Pham@dfis-law.com. 
 
ANTHONY C. KOHRS, born Santa Monica, California.  December 5, 1983; admitted to bar, 2010, 
California, U.S. District Court, Central District of California.  Education:  University of California 
at Los Angeles (B.A. Economics and History, 2006); Pepperdine Business School (M.B.A., 
2009); Pepperdine University School of Law (J.D., 2010).  Member:  State Bar of California; 
Association of Southern California Defense Counsel.  Email: Kohrs@dfis-law.com. 
 
 

REPRESENTATIVE CLIENTS:  California Capital Insurance Company; 
California Insurance Group; Contemporary Service Corporation; Crusader 
Insurance Company; Live Nation Worldwide, Inc.; Magna Carta Companies; 
Mercury Insurance Group; Monterey Insurance Company; Nationwide Indemnity; 
Public Service Mutual Insurance Company; Rite-Hite Corporation; Scottsdale 
Insurance Company; Suburban Water Systems; Ticketmaster; Trustees of the 
California State University; United Services Automobile Assn.; U. S. Risk 
Managers, Inc. 
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